Plate #1 


Not free energy, 


but free force... 


-Tactical and Technical Trends, No. 37, November 4, 1943: -"The FW-190 will 
inevitably offer turning battle at a minimum speed." 


-Johnny Johnson (top Spitfire ace) "My duel with the Focke-Wulf": "With wide-open 
throttles | held the Spitfire [V] in the tightest of turns. | could not see him, for he was 
gaining on me: In another couple of turns he would have me in his sights. | asked the 
Spitfire for all she had in the turn [but he stayed with me]. It could only be a 
question of time." 


-James E. Reed 33 FG (P-40F, Casablanca): "The FW-190 was tough to out-turn. 
| could out-turn the 109, but it was hard to do. I, at times, had to drop a few degrees of 
flaps and slow down to out-turn it. | understand that the FW-190 was harder to get away 
from than the 109." 


-RCAF John Weir interview for Veterans Affairs: "The Hurricane was more 
maneuverable than the Spit. But the Focke-Wulf could turn the same as we could, 
and they kept on catching up, you know." 


-Osprey Spit MkV aces 1941-45, Ch. 3: "Never had | seen [Me-109s] stay and fight 
it out as these Focke-Wulf pilots were doing." 


219 kg/m? vs 146 kg/m? 


-Johnny Johnson (top Spitfire ace, 32 kills) "My duel with the Focke-Wulf": "With 
wide-open throttles | held the Spitfire [V] in the tightest of vertical turns [Period slang for 
vertical bank]. | could not see him, and little wonder, for he was gaining on me: In 
another couple of turns he would have me in his sights.---| asked the Spitfire for all 
she had in the turn, but the enemy pilot hung behind like a leech. It could only be a 
question of time..." 


-Audio from the past [E16], Pierre Clostermann (18 kills, 432 RAF missions): 
"Aaaah the legends... Legends are hard to kill. One of those legends is that the Spitfire 
turned better than the Messerschmitt 109, or the FW-190. Well that is a good joke... 
Why? First and foremost, in a turning battle, the speed goes down and down, and 
there comes a time, when the speed has gone down below 200 knots, that the 
Me-109 turns inside the Spitfire." 


Proof of CL moving in front of CG in turns: "Duels in the Sky": "It could easily be 
gauged in turns. The FW-190 had a tendency to tighten up in a turn. Above [355 
km/h], backward stick pressure was required." (Eric Brown) 


Plate #2 


"A die hard legend" 
Pierre Clostermann, 18 air to air kills, RAF mission record holder (432): 


"So there are the legends about the Spitfire. Aaaah the legends... Legends are hard to 
kill. One of those legends is that the Spitfire turned better than the Messerschmitt 109, or 
the FW-190. Well that is a good joke ["C'est une bonne blague"]... In fact, all those 
who found themselves with a 109 turning inside them, at low speeds, well those in 
general did not come back to complain about the legend... Why? Above 280 to 300 knots, 
the Spitfire turned better than the Me-109. But, first and foremost, in a turning fight, the 
speed goes down and down and down and down, and at one point there comes a time, 
when the speed has gone down below 200 knots, that the Me-109 turns inside the 
Spitfire." 


